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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To enhance image quality by mounting a 
threshold value setting means for setting a binarizing 
threshold value corresponding to the density of an input 
image and a binarizing means for performing binarization 
according to an, error diffusion method. 
CONSTITUTION: The image data read by an input 
apparatus 1 is sent to an A/D con verter 2 and the 
corrected signal 100 by a correction circuit 3 is inputted 
to a compara tor 1 7 to be compared with a threshold 
value D=20 and, when the signal 100 is larger than the 
threshold value D, T is outputted as a signal 310 and, 
when the signal 1 00 is smaller than the threshold value 
D, '0' is outputted as the signal 310. By this method, the 
density of an image can be discriminated. In a selector 
21, the binarized data around a noticeable pixel is 
investigated with respect to a pixel low in image density 
on the basis of the value of the signal 310 and, if a signal 
turning a dot ON is present therein, a signal 320 
becomes 1 and, therefore, the signal 400 to a threshold 
value setting circuit 4 becomes 1 and, if there is no signal turning the dot ON, a signal 20 
becomes 0 and, therefore, the threshold value setting circuit 4 selects a thresh old value on the 
basis of the signal 20. Since a signal 330 is selected with respect to a pixel high in image 
density by the selector 21, the threshold value setting circuit 4 selects a threshold value on the 
basis of the signal 330 and binarization processing is performed. 
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